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Dear colleagues,

World Soil Day - December 5t
Soil, as an integral part of the environment, is crucial for the existence of
humankind. Our food for more than 95% is coming from soil. On the other
hand, soil is one of the components of the environment that is most
affected by human activity and climate change, to which it also actively
contributes. A great and enduring challenge for humanity is to actively
protect the soil, regardless of its use.
World Soil Day 2025 focuses on urban landscapes with the

theme "Healthy Soils for Healthy Cities."

Send contributions for next Newsletter of your activites —~World Soil Day

Joining the European Society for Soil Conservation is definitely the value added of one’s career. As an
ESSC member, students, teachers, researchers, professionals, administrators, will always find a fruitful
interaction with other professionals and academic researchers involved in soil conservation. ESSC
members will always have an opportunity for cultural exchange and/or professional growth.

If you wish to join ESSC you need to fill in the membership registration form from the ESSC web site and
submit it via WEB.

https://www.soilconservation.eu/

Editor Newsletter: Beata HousSkova.
Follow us We invite for contributions to Newsletter, send to:
beata.houskova@nppe.sk

on Facebook



mailto:beata.houskova@nppc.sk

World Soil Day — history and present

The World Soil Day was officially established by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO), following a proposal by the Kingdom of Thailand, and was endorsed
by the United Nations General Assembly in 2013. Since then, every December 5th, people
around the world come together to recognize the vital role that soils play in supporting life
on Earth, reminds us of one of the planet’s most essential, yet often overlooked, natural
resources, is the soil beneath our feet.

Soil is a living, breathing ecosystem that sustains plants, animals, and people.

Yes, a living system, full of activity and energy. One handful of healthy soil contains more
living organisms than there are people on Earth. It’s an entire universe down there, working
silently to sustain life above the ground. Because everything begins with it.

Healthy soil means healthy food, clean water, stable climates, and thriving ecosystems. It
regulates the Earth’s temperature, stores vast amounts of carbon, and filters the water that
sustains us. Without healthy soils, there is no agriculture, no forests, no biodiversity — and
ultimately, no life as we know it.

It is the foundation for food production, a critical regulator of climate and water resources,
and a key component of the planet’s biodiversity. Healthy soils store carbon, filter water, and
provide the nutrients that feed us all.

However, our soils are under increasing pressure from unsustainable land use, pollution,

sealing, erosion, climate change, salinization and desertification. Protecting and restoring
soil health is therefore not only an environmental priority but also a social and economic
necessity.

And if we lose the soil, we lose everything. Without soil, we can't talk about biodiversity,
agricultural production, forests, fertile landscapes,...

The World Soil Charter, first adopted in 1981 and revised in 2015, provides a shared
framework for nations and institutions to promote the sustainable management and
conservation of soil resources. It calls on all of us—governments, farmers, researchers, and
citizens—to act responsibly and collaboratively in safeguarding this invaluable natural asset.

The 2025 theme for the World Soil Day, “Healthy Soils for Healthy Cities,” will focus on
urban soils and the challenges of soil sealing. The event will highlight the role of sustainable
soil management in supporting resilient cities, biodiversity, and food security.

The topic is most appropriate and timely. In a few decades 80% of humanity will live in cities.
Cities will become one of the most important terrestrial ecosystems for the human
population. This trend is a changing paradigm with important implications that offer the
opportunity to design friendlier, more resilient, healthy and sustainable cities. In this
context, adequate management and conservation of the urban soils are key elements in the
functioning of a re-naturalized city. This will require to develop urban-specific soil ecological
knowledge and appropriate management-conservation for soil health and productivity.

Urban soils provide a number of important ecosystem services including reduced and
delayed storm water and runoff volumes, enhanced groundwater recharge, increased
carbon sequestration, urban heat island mitigation, reduced energy demand, improved air
quality, additional wildlife habitat and recreational space, improved human health and
aesthetical values, opportunity for recreation, exercise, therapy, and education, increased
land values and are basic for urban agriculture, among others.

Urban soils can be affected by physical, chemical and also biological degradation where they
can lose their natural diversity and functionality, as they are often disturbed, contaminated,
mixed, or replaced by artificial materials.



World Soil Day — history and present

Urban soils are unique entities that demand expanding the scope of soil-water conservation,
restoration and sustainable management to enhance their agro-ecosystem services as well
as improve their resilience and adaptation to climate change. Among these measures,
nature-based solutions (NBS) should be considered, with strong priority to the biological
component of soil, ecological restoration, improvement of biodiversity, mechanical
interventions, structures, prevention of contamination and improving of the physical,
chemical and biological properties of the soil.

The incorporation of new and more ecological perspectives in the management and
conservation of urban soils will have a crucial and positive impact on the design,
management and viability of the green, friendly and sustainable cities of the future.

As we celebrate World Soil Day, let us remember that the future of our food, our
ecosystems, our cities and our planet depends on the health of our soil. By caring for the
soil, we care for life itself.

So, on celebrating “ World Soil Day”, let’s celebrate the ground that feeds us, shelters us, and
connects us. Let’s honor the work of farmers, researchers, and organizations around the
world who dedicate their lives to studying and protecting this precious resource.

And most importantly, let’s make a commitment — to take care of the soil, so that future
generations can continue to enjoy the richness and beauty of life on this planet.

When we take care of the soil, we take care of the Earth.

When we take care of the Earth, we take care of ourselves.

José l. Rubio
Co-Founder and Ex- Presidente of ESSC
Honorary President of WASWAC



News - Informations

%m § European |
= = Commission . . . . . -
Directive on Soil Monitoring and Resilience

A success for improving soil protection at the European level. We
are one step closer to a similar level of legal soil protection as air
and water. The EU Soil Monitoring Directive was given final approval

by the European Parliament on October 23, 2025.
https://eeb.org/european-parliament-seals-the-deal-of-first-ever-eu-law-on-

soils/

Conferences - announcements

The British Society of Soil Science 2025 Annual Conference, 3 — 5 December 2025,
Manchester

There is a crucial need for a new approach to land use which will focus on the need
to protect the most productive agricultural land and enhance food security. The role
of soil health is more critical than ever. Across the world, there is growing
recognition—from bodies such as the UK EFRA Committee—that soil health should
be treated with the same priority as water and air. This conference will provide a
platform to discuss these pressing issues.

For more information, visit: https://soils.org.uk/conference

Agricultural Chemistry Winter School, Bologna, 2 - 5 February 2026.

The topic will be “Soil-Plant-Microbiome functionality and adaptation to
anthropogenic stress and climate change”.

Registration is opened from October 1 and close on December 12, 2025. Additional
information can be found here: https://site.unibo.it/acws-2026/en

-----

" The 23rd World Congress IUSS world Congress of Soil Science in China in 2026: Nanjing,
of Soil Science June 7 - 12, 2026: https://www.23wcss.org.cn/topic/index.html

The registration has been extended till November 30, 2025.
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The 6th WASWAC World Conference was successfully convened in Rabat,
Morocco, from 15 to 17 September 2025.

The World Association of Soil and Water Conservation (WASWAC) organised its 6th world
conference which was hosted by the National Institute of Agricultural Research (INRA).
Supporting institutions included the Chinese Society of Soil and Water Conservation
(CSSWC), FAO Global Soil Partnership (GSP), the International Center for Agricultural
Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA), OCP Nutricrops, International Water Management
Institute (IWMI), African Plant Nutrition Institute (APNI), Institut agronomique et vétérinaire
Hassan-Il (IAV Hassan-Il), Université Mohammed VI Polytechnique (UM6P), National School
of Agriculture of Meknes (ENA), Shenyang Agricultural University (SYAU), Jiangxi Academy of
Water Science and Engineering (JAWSE), Institute of Soil and Water Conservation of CAS &
MWR.

The theme of the conference was “Resilient Landscapes: Innovations and Traditions in
Climate-Adaptive Soil and Water Conservation (RISE-SWC)".

Prof. Duihu Ning, President of WASWAC, Leonardus Vergutz, Chief Scientific Officer of OCP
Nutricrops, and Vinay Nangia, head of the research team at the International Center for
Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA) attender and delivered welcoming
addresses. Dr. Lifeng Li, Director of the FAO Land and Water Division, delivered a video
address, emphasizing that soil erosion is not merely an environmental issue but also poses a
direct threat to food security, drinking water quality, rural livelihoods, and ecosystem
resilience.

Following the conference, Prof. Rachid Moussadek from the National Institute of Agricultural
Research (INRA), Prof. Dennis Flanagan from Purdue University, and Prof. Valentin Golosov
from Moscow State University were invited to conduct a training programme for 60
participants. The programme focused on enhancing young scientists' capacity to undertake
soil and water conservation work in response to climate change.

This conference was attended by nearly 500 experts and scholars from 21 countries,
including China, the United States, Germany, France, the United Kingdom, Australia, Russia,
Spain, Portugal, Italy, Greece, Serbia, the Czech Republic, Cyprus, Turkey, Iran, India, Nigeria,
Egypt, Zimbabwe, and Morocco.

During a side event at the WASWAC conference- the International Network on Soil Erosion
INSER was launched. https://forms.office.com/e/jGOxGMKBHC



Useful Information

The ESSC support the World Science Day for Peace and Development

Celebrated every 10 November, World Science Day for Peace and Development highlights the

important role of science in society and the need to engage the wider public in debates on

gmler 7ing scientific issues. It also underlines the importance and relevance of science in our
aily lives.

By linking science more closely with society, World Science Day for Peace and Development
aims to ensure that citizens are kept informed of developments in science. It also underscores
the role scientists play in broadening our understanding of the remarkable, fragile planet we
call home and in making our societies more sustainable.

In August 2023, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed the period 2024-
2033 as the International Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development. In this context,
the 2025 UNESCO World Science Day event presented an opportunity to reflect on the kind of
science—and the kind of relationship between science and society—that will be needed to
meet the demands of the coming decades.

This year's theme is Trust, transformation, and tomorrow: The science we need for 2050.

International Network on Soil Erosion (INSER)
The launch was held on 15 September 2025 in in Rabat, Morocco by FAO and GSP.

INSER is a global initiative led by FAO’s Global Soil Partnership, aiming to address soil erosion
through coordinated action, knowledge sharing, and policy support. The launch event
presented INSER’s vision, mission, and goals, and Erovide a platform for stakeholders to
engage and express interest in joining the network.

At the event, Ms. Lillian @ygarden, our ESSC President, and member of the International
Union of Soil Science (IUSS) (COMMISSION 3.2 — Soil and water conservation; 4.1 — Soils and
the Environment) had a presentation in the section: MAIN SOIL EROSION INITIATIVES AND
POTENTIAL COOPERATION.

At the first working meeting, INSER partners will collaboratively establish the network’s
structure and develop its work plan.

To become a member of INSER, we kindly invite you to officially register your institution or
organization via the following link:

https://forms.office.com/e/jGOXGMKBHC
The continued engagement and contributions to this important initiative are welcomed.

The Memorandum of Understanding

between past President of ESSC Prof. Dr. Jose Luis Rubio and Prof. Dr. Miodrag D. Zlatic, past
President of WASWAC was signed to favour the collaboration between the two societies.
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In August 2023, the United Mations General Assembly proclaimed the International Decade of
Sciences for Sustainable Development (IDSSD] led by UNESCO (https://www.un-sciences-
decade.org/en) aimed at strengthening worldwide scientific cooperation.

IUSS has launched the 2025-2034 Decade of Soil Sciences for Sustainable Development
(DSSSD). Healty Soils for humanity 2025- 2034, hitps://www.iuss.org/) in consideration of the
need to prioritize production, dissemination and use of actionable scientific knowledge to
achieve the targets of the SDGs.

ESSC is one of the supporting partners of The Decade of Sustainable Development.
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On 15 September 2025, FAQ's Global Soil Partnership (GSP) officially launched the International
Metwork on Soil Erosion (INSER) during a hybrid event in Rabat, Morocco.

https://www.fao.org/global-soil-partnership/resources/highlights/detail/zh/c/174 2934/

IUSS and ESSC support the INSER network. At the launching event 15 September Lillian
@ygarden, Chair of IUSS Commission 3.2 and president of ESSC welcomed the network and
future cooperation.

0 O
In 2023, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed the International

Decade of Sciences for Sustainable Development (IDSSD) led by UNESCO
(https://www.un-sciences-decade.org/en aimed at strengthening worldwide
scientific cooperation.

IUSS has launched a new decade; DSSS:
2025-2034 - Decade of Soil Sciences for Sustainable

Development
Healty soils for humanity 2025- 2034
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2025-2034: Decade of Soil Sciences for Sustainable Development
Healthy Soils for Humanity
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The International Union of Soil Sciences (1USS) is the global organization of soil researchers
(https://www.iuss.org/). The IUSS aims to advance all areas of soil sciences and its
applications, foster connections among researchers and practitioners involved in soil
sciences, encourage and support the implementation of soil research, and promote soil in
education. The IUSS states that healthy soils underpin healthy societies: healthy soils are the
foundation of social, ecological, and economic sustainability. IUSS therefore advocates for
soil health to be included in all areas of sustainability research. Societies depend for their
sustainability on healthy and well-functioning soil ecosystems, which can underpin
biodiversity and the quality of air and water. Soil provides essential ecosystem services such
as flood and erosion control, pest and disease regulation, climate change mitigation, waste
recycling, water purification, biodiversity support, cultural heritage preservation, food
security, material provision, and development space. To ensure the continuation or
restoration of those services, sustainable management of the soil needs to become part of
all areas of social action. This means maintaining or enhancing soil health and protecting it
from destruction, pollution, and exploitation in all social activities, including extensive urban
development.

The IUSS has successfully concluded the Decade of Soils 2015-2024, culminating in the
celebration of its Centennial. This period has led to various initiatives and publications,
including those made in collaboration with the FAO and other international organizations
and societies. The primary objective of the decade was to increase awareness regarding the
significant roles that soils play in addressing contemporary environmental, health, and social
challenges faced by humanity.

According to the United Nations and the Food and Agriculture Organization, the progress
towards achieving most of the Sustainable Development Goals is lagging. One contributing
factor is the lack of sufficient focus on sustainable soil management and protecting areas
from sealing and other forms of destruction. Regenerative and sustainable soil management
is essential for sustainable development. Without addressing the impact of human activities
on soil health, achieving most of the targets set by the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals is unfeasible.

In August 2023, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed the International Decade
of Sciences for Sustainable Development (IDSSD) led by UNESCO (https://www.un-sciences-
decade.org/en) aimed at strengthening worldwide scientific cooperation.

In consideration of the need to prioritize production, dissemination and use of actionable
scientific knowledge to achieve the targets of the SDGs, the IUSS has launched the 2025-
2034 Decade of Soil Sciences for Sustainable Development (DSSSD). The Research Forum of
the IUSS, in collaboration with the Executive Committee and the Council, will play a crucial
role in enabling activities during this period.



The overall objectives of the decade are:

* Create a strong science-policy-society interface on soil health and protection for
sustainability

* Advance practical understanding on soil sciences for sustainable development.

* Support scientific research and innovation in integrating sustainable soil management in
all areas of social action.

* Promote initiatives which engage society with soil research, including citizen science,
knowledge co-production, science communication, and soil in education.

* Foster meaningful cooperation between soil research and society to enhance trust in
science

* Diversify and strengthen social, cultural, and artistic research on soils.

* Strengthen international collaborative and transdisciplinary and multidisciplinary research
initiatives.

* Planned specific activities during the decade comprise the following:
* Publishing review papers on tracking the relationships between soil and SDG
* Issuing policy briefs on the recent advances in all fields of soil sciences

* Promoting selected papers dealing with actionable scientific knowledge to achieve the
targets of the SDGs

* Hosting thematic Webinars on these topics

* Organizing one or more Sessions on the connections between SDGs and soils at the next
W(CSS in Nanjing 2026

* Publishing thematic books on the contribution of Soil Sciences to sustainable development

* Working with UNESCO, FAQ, ISC, and other organizations for the implementation of IDSSD
initiatives at various levels, including national soil science societies

* Collaborating with UNESCO's initiatives focused on leveraging the organization's
designated sites as monitoring points for soil, water, landscape, and biodiversity impacts
associated with climate change and land degradation.

* Proclamation of the World Soil of the Year (WSY). In recognition of the success of various
national programs, the IUSS WSY program has been implemented to enhance soil literacy
across numerous countries and on a global scale.

A milestone of the DSSSD is the 23rd World Congress of Soil Sciences which will be held in
Nanjing, China in June 2026. The general theme of the Congress is “Soil Health for
Humanity”. Therefore, improving soil health for humanity is the first focus of the decade's
initiative.

The 2025-2034 Decade of Soil Sciences for Sustainable Development is a strategic initiative
highlighting soil's critical role in achieving sustainable global development. By fostering
scientific collaboration, advancing research, and engaging with policymakers and the
broader society, the IUSS aims to ensure that soil management remains a top priority in
global sustainability efforts. DSSSD will contribute to a future where healthy soils support
resilient ecosystems, food security, and sustainable development worldwide through
structured activities, knowledge dissemination, and international cooperation.

To keep informed on the DSSSD initiative visit the IUSS website (https://www.iuss.org/)
and the linked social media



Social Media announcement of IUSS new Decade of Soil Sciences for
Sustainable Development
L © The IUSS wraps up the Decade of Soils (2015-2024) and launches the Decade of Soil Sciences for

Sustainable Development (2025-2034)! A global push to spotlight soils role in sustainability, food security &
climate resilience.

Learn more: https://www.iuss.org/
#SoilScience #DSSSD #IUSS100 #SustainableDevelopment
Facebook and Instagram
L 1USS launches the new Decade! €

The International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) has successfully concluded the International Decade of Soils
(2015-2024), marked by the celebration of its Centennial. Now, it's looking ahead with a new initiative: the
Decade of Soil Sciences for Sustainable Development (2025-2034).

This strategic effort highlights the vital role of soils in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, from food
security and ecosystem resilience to combating climate change.

Through global scientific collaboration, knowledge sharing, and active engagement with policymakers and
society at large, IUSS aims to ensure that sustainable soil management remains a key priority on the
international agenda.

[ The DSSSD will promote healthy soils worldwide through structured activities, international cooperation,
and wide-reaching education and outreach efforts.

Stay tuned and get involved by visiting the official IUSS website: https://www.iuss.org/
#SoilScience #DSSSD #IUSS100 #SustainableDevelopment #HealthySoils
LinkedIn
€ New Global Initiative: Decade of Soil Sciences for Sustainable Development (2025-2034) &

The International Union of Soil Sciences (1USS) has successfully concluded the International Decade of Soils
(2015-2024), which culminated in the celebration of its Centennial. Looking ahead, the IUSS is proud to
announce the Decade of Soil Sciences for Sustainable Development (DSSSD).

Running from 2025 to 2034, this initiative will spotlight the essential role of soils in addressing today’s global
challenges — including climate change, biodiversity loss, food security, and sustainable land use.

The DSSSD will:

«” Promote international scientific collaboration

« Foster knowledge exchange and capacity building
« Engage with policymakers and stakeholders

« Raise public awareness about soil's importance

Through these efforts, IUSS aims to position soil science at the heart of sustainable development strategies and
decision-making processes around the world.

Learn more and follow the initiative: https://www.iuss.org/
#SoilScience #DSSSD #IUSS100 #Sustainability #ClimateAction #Policy #GlobalDevelopment #HealthySoils
Any other social media
€ Soil Matters! L

The International Union of Soil Sciences (IUSS) has wrapped up the International Decade of Soils (2015-2024)
and is now launching the Decade of Soil Sciences for Sustainable Development (2025-2034)! 4

This new decade is all about recognizing the crucial role of soils in:
¢ Climate action @ ¢ Food security ¢ Biodiversity ¢/

The IUSS is bringing together scientists, policymakers, and communities worldwide to prioritize soil health for a
sustainable future. Let's protect our soils for a resilient planet! € 4

Stay tuned & get involved: [Link in bio or https://www.iuss.org/]
#SoilScience #DSSSD #SustainableDevelopment #HealthySoils #lUSS100 #ClimateAction #Biodiversity



In memoriam

With deep sorrow, we announce the passing of

Professor Emeritus Donald Gabriels

Born in Ghent, Belgium, May 30, 1946 — Passed away peacefully at home in De Pinte, July 22, 2025

Donald Gabriels was a devoted husband to Mrs. Jessie Myttenaere, a beloved father and
grandfather, a caring brother, and a deeply respected scholar, mentor, and colleague.

He began his higher education at the Royal Military Academy in Laken, before graduating as an
agricultural engineer from Ghent University in 1969. He obtained a Master’s degree in Soil Physics
from lowa State University, USA (1971), and a PhD in Agricultural Sciences from Ghent University
(1974). In 1976, he pursued postdoctoral research in Soil Erosion and Soil Conservation at Purdue
University, Indiana, to which he later returned for a sabbatical year at the end of his career.

At Ghent University’s Faculty of Bioscience Engineering, he first worked as a fellow of the Fund for
Scientific Research (FWO) and, from 1992 onward, as Associate Professor in the Department of Soil
Management and Soil Care. There he coordinated the Research Group on Soil Erosion and Soil
Conservation and served for several years as Department Chair. His teaching and research focused
on soil erosion, soil conservation, land degradation, desertification, and sustainable land use.

His impact extended far beyond Belgium. He was Coordinator of the International Centre for
Eremology (ICE) and Chair of the UNESCO Chair in Eremology, establishing global recognition for the
study of dryland environments. He also served as Coordinator of CAZALAC (Centro del Agua para
Zonas Aridas y Semiaridas en América Latina y el Caribe), based in La Serena, Chile, a regional
network uniting 22 countries, including Cuba, in collaborative research on water management in arid
and semi-arid regions.

Donald co-founded and co-directed the College on Soil Physics at the International Centre for
Theoretical Physics (ICTP) in Trieste, where he served as director from 1983 onwards. He co-
organized and lectured at the Latin American School of Soil Physics (ELAFIS) in Peru, Brazil, and
Venezuela. He lectured worldwide on soil erosion, soil conservation, and soil technology, and
initiated and participated in numerous international research projects.

He was a prolific scholar, publishing extensively in both academic and non-academic outlets. He
founded and served as editor of the international journal Soil Technology. As a supervisor and
mentor, he guided many PhD and MSc theses, often involving fieldwork conducted across diverse
environments worldwide. He also organized numerous symposia, workshops, and congresses on
topics such as soil erosion, rainfall simulation, soil surface sealing, and crusting.

Donald held prominent positions in the international scientific community, including vice-chair of the
Subcommission on Land Degradation of the International Union of Soil Sciences (1USS), one of the
founding fathers and council member of the European Society for Soil Conservation (ESSC), treasurer
of the International Soil Science Society, and honorary member of the Polish Soil Science Society. His
expertise was widely sought: he served as consultant and project coordinator for the FAQ, the
European Union, the Belgian and Flemish governments, and universities and research institutes
across Africa, Latin America, Asia, and Europe.

In addition to his academic accomplishments, Donald was also a dedicated athlete, trainer, and
mentor in several Belgian sports associations.

Wim Cornelis

Department of Environment, Ghent University



In memoriam
Ing. Pavel Novak, CSc.
*20.2.1936, 28.9.2025

At the end of September, we were struck by the sad news that our colleague and friend
Pavel Novak is no longer with us. He passed away after a short but serious illness, and we
could bid him farewell at the Vinohrady Cemetery in Prague or pay our respects in silent
remembrance. For the past several decades, his name has been closely associated with the
development of soil science (pedology) in both the Czech Republic and Slovakia.

At the beginning of his professional career, Pavel Novak gained valuable practical experience
at the then Institute of Soil Science, which in the 1950s and 1960s oversaw an extensive and
comprehensive soil survey. He remained faithful to agricultural and soil research throughout
his entire professional life. He participated in field surveys for the mapping of evaluated soil-
ecological units in various parts of Bohemia and Moravia, described and assessed thousands
of soil profiles, and gradually became a recognized expert in soil genetics and classification.
He also focused on the study of physical and chemical properties of soils, contributing to the
development of modern approaches in classification, diagnostics, and geography of
agricultural soils. He was one of the authors of the Morphogenetic Soil Classification System
of the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic (CSSR), published in 1985, which for the first time
unified and described methods for assessing soil horizons, physical and chemical soil
properties, and the classification system of soil types occurring within the territory of former
Czechoslovakia. Later, he collaborated on the Taxonomic Soil Classification System of the
Czech Republic, which remains valid today.

In the field of agricultural soil mapping, his leadership and coordination were especially
evident in the creation of the Synthetic Soil Map Atlas of the Czech Republic (1:200,000
scale). These maps were later digitized, and the resulting layers were used for global
assessments of Czech soil cover, eventually becoming part of the comprehensive Atlas of the
Landscape of the Czech Republic.

As part of his research activities, Pavel Novak focused, among other things, on the temporal
dynamics of soil properties, soil value, and their productive and non-productive functions.
Together with his colleagues, he identified less favourable and endangered agricultural areas
in the Czech Republic and proposed suitable ways of soil use in these regions, including
economic impact assessments. He also studied hydrological soil properties, producing
practical results such as GIS-based thematic map layers for land-use analyses. He prepared
numerous methodological materials and technical standards, for example, the Methodology
for Hydropedological Soil Surveys. He also led the author team that compiled the extensive
Explanatory Terminological Dictionary of Pedology.

Pavel Novdak was not only a distinguished scientist but also an excellent teacher and mentor
who guided a new generation of soil scientists. He was able to lead his colleagues
purposefully yet humanely, sharing his knowledge and inspiring interest in pedology and the
adoption of modern approaches within the discipline. His work was published in domestic
and international journals, and he lectured to students and at scientific conferences. He was
an active member of the Czech Soil Science Society and the European Society for Soil
Conservation (ESSC).

We remember Pavel Novak as an outstanding soil scientist — both in the Czech and
European context — and as a dear friend, a man with a sense of humor, a deep love for
people and nature.

Honour to his memory.

Jana Konec¢na - Research Institute for Soil and Water Conservation (VUMOP, Czech Republic)
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